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Tabriz, Iran, June 15, 1937 
Dear Dr. Speer, 


In spite of the inherent heart ache of giving up so 
many of the responsibilities and intimate fellowships at 
156, it must be wondetfully stimulating to come to the end 
of this period in your life and be able to look forward 
to the next fifteen or twenty years with so much freedom 
to plan and carry out the multitude of things that have 
been crying to be done. Even through the strenuous past 
years you have in such a wonderfull way been able to crowd 
the moments that are so often lost to most of us for con- 
structive thought, with plans for addresses, material for 
books and solutions for the many problems of friends and 
the personnel that look to you as their leader, that the 
coming years will be the richest yet of your abundant life. 
There will be many demands for the inspiration of your 
tongue and pen, You will rejoice in this as opportunity 
thus comes for you to pass on the messages that come as 
your spirit communes with the Holy Spirit, There is really 
no difference between spirits like yours and the prophets 
of old. They responded to the messages that came from God 
and carried them to the people. They Stand out more in 
contrast to their times and for the uniqueness of their 
messages, But after all what we have is rather meagre, 

But from your mind, through pen and tongue, and many 4 

deed ,inspiration and help and guidance pour out in great 
abundance. We are looking forward with great anticipation 
to the inspiration that will come to us in the years ahead, 


Perhaps the thing that would interest you most in 
these jetters from Iran is something about the writer of 
@ach letter. Therefore it is with some hesitation that p 
dare to follow the hackneyed method of relating something 
about today's experiences, 


With the exception of the first three years of our 
missionary experiences, when we were plunged into war 
conditions, famine and Near East Relief work, I have 
found the past year one of the busiest of my 1ife, 


I started the new day &t five thirty and by six was 
at correspondance for the best part of an hour, Breakfast 
was with Mrs, Armstrong, whose Betty is about well from 
a severe gastroenteritis. It has been great to have a 
companion at meals but the Sick girl brought us all down 
to the dppths, God answered our prayers and the personal 
communion with him and the sense of fellowship as we 
learned how others were also interceding for us all has 
been a fine experience. 


After breakfast, rounds in the men's wards and then 
my class with the nurses, The emergency appendicitis case 
of some days ago is about ready to go home. The strangulated 
hernia of three days duration in an elderly man, 4 cruggist 
in one of the outlying towns, that I did last night,is 
quite well for the next morning. The gastroenterostomy 
ease igs so happy even though weak yet. He was quite skin 
and bones. The man with the pleurisy and badly involved 


lung is never happy, always thinking about his eight 
dependents. Stories of unhappiness, suffering and dire 
need contrast with great pleasure and thankfulliness 
Over being restored to health and usefuliness again, 


After elass, rounds upstairs among the momen. 7? 

There are several very sick folk, among them two of the 
Student nurses. We are pretty well filled up anc need 
all the nurses we have. The three lads in the children's 
room tequire a lot of care. From one I removed a very 
large blafdder stone. Another has ‘fifs¥"WYome in, church time, 
with a broken femur while playing with the son of one of 
the orderlies. The other is failing with a heavy infect- 
ion by psoas abcess which was lanced in the groin by some 
well meaning practioner, Another large abcess over the 
Sacrum and general edema. The huge ventral hernia case 

and the fibroid woman are not very happy yet since last 
Operating day. Their companion, who was referred from the 
City Hospital maternity department, is getting along well 
in spite of the hard work that I had, I had another emerg- 
ency case the same night that that was even more urgent. 
This was a hydatidiform mole with great exsanguination, 
She died, My first such case, also in this year, lived, 


With a rather heavy operating schecule I hurried 
dispensary and fortunately found that instead of the usual 
one thirty or later completion of the patients I hac time 
Yor an unhurried dinner and a rest before two o'clock 
operations, Finished about sixthirty and wrote up the 
Qps and began rounds again. Mrs. Armstrong appeared and I 
realised that it was time for supper. We found Miss Johnson 
and Miss Pease in the garden with Miss Wooding and seeing 
that we were heading for food *démanded some. However whan 
I accepted their challenge they admitted that they had 
gaten and would compromise on candy and coffee, I surprised 
them by producing some chocalate bars, left by some guets. 
The coffee was very refreshing as well as the conversation 
about the table. Then good night rounds were made and the 
recent operatives mads more or less comfortbble,. 


And so I elose the day with this note to you, which 
carries with it the desire for you to know how mich we 
have appreciated your pversonal friendship and ff#d interest 
and all that the Board has done for us in the various 
emergencies of our missionary life. My great regret is 
that Mrs. Hllis is not here to write this letter in her 
own inimitable way. I am sure that she joins me in spirit. 


"With warm regard", 


Very cordially yours, 
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I remember that one night, in a caravan, I had 
journeyed the whole night long, and slept at morn on 
the skirt of a jungle. An enthusiast, who was a 
fellow-traveller of ours on that journey, uttered a 
loud cry, and took the road to the forest without 
taking a moment's rest. When it was day, I said to hin, 
"What predicament was that?" He replied, "I perceived 
the nightingales breaking forth into cries from the 
trees, and the partridges in the mountains, and the 
frogs in the water, and the beasts in the forest; and so 
I thought it would not become me as a man to be sleeping 
while all were engaged in extolling the perfection of God." 
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Lakeville » Connecticut, 
September 28,1957 


fo the India Missionaries: 


Dear, dear friendsg 


How could you ever de such an amazingly gencrous thing 
as you have done in this beautiful gift of the Kaahmir silver tea service 
which Dr, Dodds presented in your name et the Beard dinner on Monday evening 
September" @OtH™ It makes me humble to think of all your loving thoughtful- 
ness and of the gifts from so many dear friends on the field and at hone on 
furlough and among the list of the Honorably Retired , which I have mow joined. 
I do thank you with sll ay heart - those whe conceived the idea of doing this 
and every one of you who have had part in ite Mrs. Speer and I are more grete~ 
ful than words can tell. We have made almost daily use of it since, and the 
service and the tray are the admiration of all who sce theme 


It did not require any such wonderful. token as this to testify 
to your kindness and friendship. For more than forty years it has been a joy 
to be associated with you and the India Missions and the Indiam Chureh. The 
first wissioneries of our Church whom 1 remenber meeting as a boy were lirs, 
Goheen, the mother of Rob and John who came from my home countyyin Peonsylvania, 
and Mrs, Grbison, the mother of Hsl, as 1 aleays knew him, who was kindred to 
my mother and who lived in e neighboring tom. And as I look beck I count 
azong Life's dearest and truest friends sembers of the Missions in indias 


It sas to John Forman that I owe my decision to turn from the 
etudy of law te missionary service and I thank God for all that I learned 
fron his saintly direction. 


But I cannot speak one by one of all of whom I would Like to 
speak. All of you have been true and considerate friends ana it has been 
a privilege and joy to try to serve you here at homee 


Wis. Speer and I have woved away from Mew York and sre making 
our perwanent home here in the little country farm house which those ef you 
gaw who were at the Lakeville Conference in 1931. 4 wish we could hope to 
see you all here some time in the future and give you tea out of your om 
Lovely gift. 


Very cordial invitations have come from you that Mra Speer and 
1 should visit India and even settle dow there as honorary missionaricse 
Perhaps we may be able sometime to comes The Board has generously asked me 
te undertake the duties of the third Joseph Cook Lecturer anc if I find it 
passible to do this we may come in the not too distant future. This is all 
still undecided, however. Something way depend on the future situation in 
China and whether our Geughter now on furlough, is able to resume her work 
in our North China Mission in “ eiping. 


In any case you are all and will ever be in our thought and 
orayers and we shall be asking for God's richest blessing upon you and on 
all the work of the Mission anc the Church in Indie. 


Very affectionately yours, 
(Signed) Robert %& Spcer. 


Lakeville, Connecticut 
September 23, 1957 


fo the Tran Missionaries 


Bear, deur friends: 


How can I ever show you how grateful I am for the most beautiful 
book brought home by Mr. Allen end presented so felicitously by Br, Young et the 
Nocrd dinner on the evening of September 2lst. I appreciate deeply the loving 
care with which the Committee of Mrse Miller, Mrse Groves and Mre Wilson gather~ 
ed the letters, the glorious skill of the artist, Agha Bihzad, the warm-hearted 
letters shich cane with the book from Mr. Allem and all the affectionate letters 
bound up in it from the Ghurch and the Mission in Iran. 


I certainly do not deserve all the things that are said in the letters 
but I do thank you for saying them. They bring back never to be forgotten experiences 
and they represent rich and abiding friendships. ‘Some of the scenes in the various 
stations and on journeys between the stations and most of all in your hospitable 
homes comes back to memory. The faces of dear friends who are gone rise before one. 
All the wonders of God's blessing in the growth of the work and the mystery of the 
tragedies of the years are before one's mind. J could write a full book to you in 
return for yours. All that I can say, however, is that your affection so levingly 
expressed is abundantly returned and that I have every one of you in my heart and 
shall heave you there,in love and prayer, always. 


Urs, Speer and I have moved from New York now and plan to make our 
permanent home at hekeville, Connecticut, where those of you who were at the 
Lakeville Conference saw use JI wish we could hope to see every one of you hereée 


Some of your letters speak of the possibility of our visiting Tran again» 
I do not know whether this will be possible. If it should be, it would be a joyous 
experience to see the work again after the past intervals of forty and fifteen years, 
and to meet you all and to tell you face to face of my gratitude and appreciations 
Ever your sincere friend, 


(Signed) Robert &. Speer 
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